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Government decided to reserve the highlands for Europeans. A poition of the
lowlands was offered to foe reserved for Indians. The Indian community refused
to accept the principle of reservation. It was mentioned in the White Paper of
1933 that the Government of India should depute an agricultural expert to Kenya
to report upon the land available for Indian settlement as regards its suitability,
We have been requesting the Government of India, for the last three years,
to send an officer for this purpose. We beg to press this point once again as the
question of settlement on land is a vital problem to Indians in Kenya. It is being
stated that there is no demand amongst the Indians in Kenya for agricultural land,
but we submit that^ if the same facilities which are offered to Europeans
are also given to Indians and no discrimination is made, Indians would be prepared
to take to agriculture*

Proceeding, the deputation urged the appointment of an Indian non-official
as Trade Commissioner and also reiterated its request for an enquiry by an
educational officer into the question of Indian education in the territories. The
memorandum also laid stress on the need for medical facilities,

Regarding recruitment of Indians for the higher services the memorandum
stated, "that over 19% of the Indian population in Kenya is engaged in Govern-
ment service and their treatment is a question of great importance to the
community* There exist discrimination in leave and passage regulations as between
Europeans and Indians. Land is granted to European civil servants on retirement
on special terms, while no such concession is made in favour of Indians, A
committee has been appoined in England to consider the question of recruitment to
the colonial services of which Dr. Drummond Shiels, Undersecretary of State
for India is a member. We urge the Government of India to make strong
representations to His Majesty's Government to obtain opportunities for Indians
to rise to higher positions in the colonial service,"

POSITION IN UGANDA

As for the Uganda Legislative Council,   it was pointed out that when the   Le-
gislative Council was inaugurated in Uganda in 19x7 the constitution provided for
three unofficial seats, two of which were allotted to Europeans and one to an Indian.
The Indian community strongly protested against this  unequal  repn sentation and
refrained from accepting the one seat offered to them.   They contended that, in
view of their numbers, vested interests and the part they have played and are still
playing m the development of the country,   they are entitled to at least the same
number of seats as Europeans, if  not more.   The Indians control two-thirds of
the cotton trade and they number about 11,000 as   against a European population
of under 2,000.   In 1925, however, when a deputation  of the  Indian  community
waited upon the present Governor the  Indian community were  assured  that the
acceptance of one seat would in no way    prejudice their claim for equal re-
presentation with Europeans.   The  Indian community, on the strength of this
assurance, accepted the seats so ofiferred : but when representations were later on
made for a further seat, they were told that as the   Governor had   nominated
such unofficial members as were qualified to advise him, the question of lacial
representation did not arise at all Had the Governor even   once nominated two
^ Indians and one European this explanation might have been  regarded as satis-
factory ; but as things are, it cannot be accepted by Indians.    We request that the
Government of India   should   support   our claim for equal representation with
Europeans, In Tanganyika also Indians have the same grievance as in  Uganda,
While Indians number about 19,000, the British population amounts to about 3,500
only. Yet,   out   of seven   un-official   members   nominated to    the   Tanganyika
Legislative Council, five are Europeans and only two Indians.   The preferential
treatment accorded to Europeans should be done away with  and   Indians should
be allowed the same representation on the  Legislative  Council  as  is   enjoyed by
the Britishers.   There    is no justification for the   existing   racial  distinction in
the mandated territory.